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Sources for use with Section A.

Answer the questions in Section A on the option for which you have been prepared.

Option 2G.1: The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911–46

Source for use with Question 1(a).

Source 1:  From an article in the Italian Socialist newspaper Avanti, published 1 October 
1911. This article was written in response to the outbreak of war between Italy 
and the Turkish Empire over Libya on 29 September 1911. 

 *morphia – a powerful drug that is used to put a patient to sleep

Source for use with Question 1(b).

Source 2:  From Achille Starace, Going Toward the People, published 1933. Here Starace, 
a leading fascist and the director of the Opera Nazionale Dopolavoro 
(OND) during the 1930s, gives the official explanation of its purposes and 
achievements.

There are some who praise the OND mostly because it dissuades workers 
from wasting time in the pub. There is no doubt that, among all of the OND’s 
achievements, this is an important one: for people today do not need to lock 
themselves in the smoky and unhealthy atmosphere of the pub in order to find 
amusement. There is also no doubt that, today, people’s attraction to places of 
unhealthy amusement has been significantly reduced. On this point, we have 
to be fair to people: those who went to pubs because they did not have better 
places to spend their free time, deserted them as soon as they had healthier 
and more civilised forms of entertainment available.  

Through a centralised and co-ordinated programme, the OND has dedicated 
particular attention to the development of planned trips. Millions of workers, 
who once sat in the limited and boring environment of the pub, now wait 
with anticipation for Saturday to come and also to spend a calm and relaxing 
Sunday outdoors. They have become day-trippers, tourists, skiers in winter, 
who on Monday come back with discipline to their work and with the joy of 
feeling better and stronger, with a greater faith in life.
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Some people tell us that this will not be really a war at all; that there will be  
a few shots, a blockade by the fleet, the simple landing of an army corps 
and that all will then be over. And perhaps this thought is behind the whole 
enterprise; doubtless this conviction led to the war being prepared and 
decided upon.  By glorifying the ability of Italy’s military forces and ridiculously 
under-estimating the Turkish forces, our rulers have, as it were, given morphia* 
to a section of public opinion in this country and made it unaware of the direct 
and indirect dangers of the situation.
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Option 2G.2:  Spain, 1930–78: republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of 
democracy.

Source for use with Question 2(a).

Source 3:  From Constancia de la Mora, In Place of Splendour: the autobiography of a 
Spanish Woman, published 1939. Constancia de la Mora was a republican 
and her husband was a leading republican in the War Ministry. Here she is 
commenting on the situation in Spain in summer 1936.

Source for use with Question 2(b).

Source 4:  From an article written by Will Paynter, published in the Volunteer for Liberty 
magazine, 5 October 1937. Will Paynter, a member of the Communist Party 
of Great Britain, was involved in the recruitment of men to the International 
Brigades to fight on the Republican side in the Spanish Civil War.

 *Popular Army – International Brigade

Madrid was anxious. Twice a week we got word that the revolt was scheduled 
for that night or the next. We sat up many a night beside the telephone, 
waiting for the terrible news that the Madrid garrison, or some other garrison, 
had risen against the Republic. And every morning, after such a sleepless 
night, my husband Ignacio would go to the War Ministry. He would beg his 
immediate superior, the War Minister, to act because President Azaña had lost 
touch with the people. 

However Azaña told my husband, ‘The Republic is sufficiently protected’.

My husband replied, ‘But the generals who have been transferred to the 
islands, like Francisco Franco, still command troops. The only effect of 
transferring them is to make them think they are regarded as traitors and to 
force them to act quickly!’

‘The Cabinet is in full control of the situation.’ It was Azaña’s last word on the 
matter.
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The Government forces are now on the offensive, and this in itself 
demonstrates the tremendous growth and development of the Popular Army*. 
Despite immense difficulties, this powerful army has been created even while 
the Fascists were being kept at bay. This experience should give us confidence 
for the future. Even closer relationships must be developed between the 
British in the Battalion and the Spanish comrades. We must see the conflict as 
one fought by people for whom national barriers do not exist.

Our Battalion has taken part in the most decisive battles in the war, and 
contributed much toward producing the present favourable position for 
the Government forces. The most decisive battles are just ahead. It is our 
duty here, and at home, to continue to assist our Spanish comrades in every 
possible way until final victory has been won.

With this as our aim, we shall be able to continue and accomplish our historic 
tasks here in Spain. At the same time we shall inspire the people of Britain into 
decisive action, alongside the peoples of the world, to crush Fascism wherever 
it raises its head.
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